Linglestown Life Children/Youth Ministry Christmas Mission Project Update
Since last December 2010, we have encouraged kids to participate in our Samaritan’s Purse OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2011 project by bringing in an ‘item of the month’ that would eventually get packed in a shoe box for a child in another part of the world.  No worries if this is news to you or if you are ‘behind’ on your items!  But NOW is the time to ‘catch up’.  At the bottom of this update is a list of items we will pack into every shoe box.  Ask your child what gender and age he or she is collecting for.  That will be the type of shoe box your child will put together at our packing party during Sunday School on November 13.  Thank you!  Got questions?  Contact Sarah Axtman, Minister of Discipleship for Children and Youth at saxtman@linglestownlife.org or 545-5200 ext. 223.  Thank you!
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What is Samaritan’s Purse?  History:  "Let my heart be broken with the things that break the heart of God." Bob Pierce wrote these now-famous words in his Bible after visiting suffering children on the Korean island of Kojedo. This impassioned prayer is what guided him as he founded and led the ministry of Samaritan's Purse in 1970. His mission for this organization was "to meet emergency needs in crisis areas through existing evangelical mission agencies and national churches."

After World War II, Bob Pierce traveled throughout Asia as an evangelist and journalist with Youth For Christ. While on a university lecturing circuit in China, he stumbled across some courageous women who were living among lepers and orphans, sacrificing everything to share the love of Jesus Christ. Through their selfless love, God gave Pierce a vision for ministry. He dedicated himself to finding and supporting other such Christians who were caring for the poor and suffering in the distant corners of the world.

In the summer of 1973, Bob Pierce met his eventual successor, an adventurous young student named Franklin Graham with a growing heart for world missions. Intrigued by his many stories from the field, Franklin began to spend more and more time with the seasoned Christian statesman. In 1975, he accompanied Bob on a life-changing tour of some of the world's neediest mission fields. Franklin saw the poverty of pagan religions and the utter despair of the people they enslave. God had captured his heart for missions.

Bob Pierce died of leukemia in 1978, and a little over a year later, Franklin Graham became the President and Chairman of the Board of Samaritan's Purse. Through over 30 years of earthquakes, hurricanes, wars, and famine, Franklin has led the ministry in following the Biblical example of the Good Samaritan all across the globe. God has blessed the organization under Franklin's leadership, and the ministry has seen explosive growth.  
"Go and do likewise," Christ commanded after explaining the parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10. So we do. Samaritan's Purse travels the world's highways looking for victims along the way. We are quick to bandage the wounds we see, but like the Samaritan, we don't stop there. In addition to meeting immediate, emergency needs, we help these victims recover and get back on their feet.
Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child is a PROJECT of Samaritan’s Purse.  Since 1993, this project has been blessed by God beyond anything Samaritan’s Purse could ever imagined, reaching nearly hundreds of millions of boys and girls in over 130 countries.  This massive effort is only possible through the faithful prayers and unwavering commitment of individuals, families, churches and groups throughout the United States, like LINGLESTOWN LIFE!  
Beyond the Box
What happens after a child receives a gift box?  Sharing the Good News of the Savior is OCC’s ultimate goal.  Many boys and girls are introduced to Jesus Christ through ‘Greatest Gift of All’ booklets handed out during shoe box distributions.  Then through follow-up ministries conducted by local churches, children are invited to enroll in the Operation Christmas Child Discipleship Program.  The lesson materials take children on an exciting journey through the Bible.  After graduation, they receive their own New Testament books.  Millions of children have made decisions to follow Jesus after participating in the program, and the impact continues to be far-reaching as entire communities are transformed by the power of God’s love.
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*Please remember your gender/age group choice when selecting items.  Items NOT to donate include used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives or military figures; chocolate or food; out-of-date candy; liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snowglobes or glass containers; aerosol cans.*

DECEMBER 2010 AND JANUARY 2011 – 2  SMALL TOYS EACH MONTH – small car, ball, doll, stuffed animal, kazoo, harmonica, yo-yo, jump rope, small Etch A Sketch, toy that lights up or makes noise (with extra batteries), Slinky, etc.  

FEBRUARY 2011 – A photo of your family and/or of yourself.  We will use this later when we write a personal message for our shoe box.

MARCH 2011 – 2 NECESSITY ITEMS – t-shirts, socks, flashlight with extra batteries, hair accessories/clips, small towel, etc.

APRIL 2011 – 2 NECESSITY ITEMS – t-shirts, socks, flashlight with extra batteries, hair accessories/clips, small towel, etc. 

MAY 2011 -- 2 MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS – toy jewelry, sunglasses, ball caps, stickers, other things you think will work in a shoe box for the gender/age you are providing for, etc.

JUNE 2011 - 2 HYGIENE ITEMS – toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap (like Dove, placed in a Ziploc bag), comb, brush, band aids, washcloth, small tissue pack, wet wipes, etc.
 
JULY 2011 - 2 HYGIENE ITEMS – toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap (like Dove, placed in a Ziploc bag), comb, brush, band aids, washcloth, small tissue pack, wet wipes, etc.
 
AUGUST 2011 – 2 SCHOOL SUPPLIES and SOME SWEETS – chewing gum, mints, hard candy/lollipops (please place all candy in a Ziploc bag; NO chocolate); Pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons or markers, stamps and ink pad sets, writing pads or paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc.

SEPTEMBER 2011 - 2 SCHOOL SUPPLIES AND 1 STANDARD SIZED SHOE BOX (save them from your back-to-school shopping) – pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons or markers, stamps and ink pad sets, writing pads or paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc.

OCTOBER 2011 –1 STANDARD SIZED SHOE BOX AND $7.00 TO COVER THE SHIPPING CHARGES FOR ONE SHOE BOX…We ask for two shoe boxes (one this month, one last month) so that we have one for you and an extra for a friend who might not have one.
 
NOVEMBER 2011 – WE WILL COMPLETE A PERSONAL NOTE IN CLASS.  We will attach the personal photograph(s) to this note, pack our boxes and celebrate a successful OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD PROJECT!


DON’T MISS OUR LINGLESTOWN LIFE OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOE BOX PACKING PARTY                             DURING THE SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13.  WE WILL TAKE OUR MANY BINS OF DONATED ITEMS DOWN TO FELLOWSHIP HALL AND PACK OUR SHOE BOXES FOR THIS GREAT CAUSE.  THANK YOU FOR HELPING TELL KIDS ALL OVER THE WORLD ABOUT OUR SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST!
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